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STRATEGIES TO INTEGRATE 
GEORGETOWN VALUES  

INTO ONLINE AND 
ON-CAMPUS COURSES
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“Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam”

Contemplation in Action

Academic Excellence

Educating the Whole Person

“Cura Personalis”

Faith and Justice

People for Others

Interreligious Understanding

Community in Diversity
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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

The faculty and the course help students discern  
and choose what is better in work and the world.
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-  Create assignments that require students to analyze a context from multiple perspectives 
(i.e. local, national, and international).

-  Have students select a contemporary event, related to the course content, to analyze from 
different points of view.

-   Offer reflective discussions using Zoom, VoiceThread, and/or Discussion Boards, that require 
students to analyze a context from multiple perspectives (i.e., privilege, class, gender).

-  Design Voicethread discussion questions that ask students to share stories of how they 
identified a solution through the practice of discernment.

-  The faculty creates a podcast that describes how they identified a solution through the practice 
of discernment.

-  Schedule synchronous and/or asynchronous sessions with experts in the field that include a 
discussion of how they analyze context from multiple perspectives.

-  Construct group or individual student projects that require learners to design solutions that are 
based on choosing between multiple alternatives.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE AD MAJOREM DEI 
GLORIAM INTO THE CURRICULUM
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MPAI 620 - APPLIED INTELLIGENCE COMMUNICATIONS

Students evaluate communication styles by examining the prepared/written speeches that were 
provided to some public figures and then they evaluate those prepared remarks by comparing 
them to how they were actually delivered.  The content of the speeches in this activity require 
students to analyze some current events from perspectives that they may not have been exposed 
to otherwise.
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Contemplation in Action

The faculty and the course invite students to reflect 
deeply and personally on the content.
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-  Require individual reflection papers that ask learners to connect the course content to their 
spirituality or to a life-altering event they personally experienced and how they can or did take 
action.

 -  Design a VoiceThread discussion that asks students to share their feelings about how the 
content has impacted them personally and how it has motivated them to take action.

 -  Add a “Questions to Contemplate” section to the LMS (Learner Management System) that ask 
students to reflect deeply, spiritually, and personally on the items they read for the week.

 -  Create assignments that include an optional “Spiritual Connection” section about the extent to 
which learners were able to connect to “something greater than themselves” while working on 
the assignments or projects for the course.

 -  Amend the midterm and end-of-term evaluation to include the following question(s), “Please 
describe the extent to which, if any, has this course impacted your emotional or spiritual life and 
how.  

 - Create assignments and projects around case studies, debates, role playing, and dilemmas. 
 
-  Create an extra credit assignment that encourages students to keep a journal or a blog to 

reflect on how the class has impacted them emotionally, spiritually, intellectually and what it may 
mean for their future.

 -  As a project alternative, offer students the option of pursuing a research project of personal 
and/or professional interest.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE CONTEMPLATION IN 
ACTION INTO THE CURRICULUM
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MPAI 500 - ETHICS FOR APPLIED INTELLIGENCE

Students reflect through weekly journal activities throughout the semester.  These assignments 
culminate with a final reflection in which students reflect upon their understanding of different 
conceptual approaches to ethics will ultimately help them make better decisions in the future. 
Students also discuss how this understanding might also help them see things from others’ 
perspectives and be more compassionate to others with different opinions and help guide them 
in the future as an intelligence professional.
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MPHR 700 - WORKPLACE ETHICS

Students begin and end the course by reflecting deeply on ethical dilemmas they face and 
will face in the future. They develop their own code of conduct based on their learnings and 
reflections.
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MPHR 696 - FOUNDATIONS OF HR

Students apply course material to real-world video scenarios that were produced and created 
entirely in-house at SCS.
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Academic Excellence

The faculty demonstrates high-quality teaching 
through the implementation of the Community 
of Inquiry model. Further, the faculty integrates 

high-quality research and practitioner knowledge 
throughout the course.
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- Faculty adheres to the tenets of the CoI (Community of Inquiry).

 -  Faculty actively post thoughtful written responses to the Discussion Boards and video 
comments to VoiceThreads that encourage students to think critically and engage in additional 
discussions.

 -  Using videos, email, Discussion Boards and VoiceThreads, the faculty share relevant practical 
and professional experiences with students.

 -  Invite leaders in the field to serve as guest lecturers (asynchronous and synchronous) to discuss 
how they remain at the top of their field.

 - Ensure that required reading lists include current and relevant research articles.

 -  When appropriate, integrate high-quality and relevant software and open educational resources 
into the course.

 -  Invite students to participate in a synchronous session via Zoom to discuss current events or 
topics of interest to students.

 -  Create graphics and videos to help learners organize, interpret, and connect new information to 
prior learning. 

- Integrate video lectures that provide a historical context of the matter being studied. 

-  As a project alternative, offer students the option of pursuing a research project of personal 
and/or professional interest.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
INTO THE CURRICULUM
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MPHR 818 - STRATEGIC PLANNING & HR STRATEGY

This course establishes a community of practice and inquiry by engaging students through 
thoughtfully developed discussion & VoiceThread activities in each instructional module.  
Students rely on peer reviews and feedback in order to improve their application of new skills and 
concepts throughout the course.  (Course currently in development, screenshot not available.)
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Educating the Whole Person

Create space within the course that attend to 
students’ body, mind, and spirit.
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 -  Integrate mindfulness/meditation podcasts, motivational videos, or inspirational quotes at the 
beginning and end of each module.

- Design digital body, mind, and spirit artwork throughout the course.

 -  At the end of each module, provide tips on how learners can attune to and make space for 
caring for the body, mind, and spirit.

 -  Encourage students to read articles or watch videos about how leaders in their field care for 
their body, mind, and spirit.

 - Add films from GU’s library that encourages students to pay attention to body, mind, and spirit.

 -  Create assignments that require students to play a “game” with their family or connect with 
people in their community.

 - Design projects that encourage learners to physically move and engage with the external world.

 -  Structure course modules and assignment due dates that are mindful of learners’ other life 
commitments.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE EDUCATING THE WHOLE 
PERSON INTO THE CURRICULUM
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Cura Personalis

The faculty fosters a caring and individually tailored 
relationship with students.
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 -  The faculty provides in-depth and constructive feedback to students on VoiceThreads, 
Discussion Boards, and assignments.

 -  The faculty schedules synchronous sessions throughout the term to meet with students 
individually and as a group to provide in-depth and constructive feedback on the quality of their 
work.

 -  During synchronous sessions, faculty probes students about their well-being and personal 
interests.

- Create assignments that allow students to evaluate their own work.

 -  Develop or use existing open educational resources that teach students how to care for 
themselves and how to facilitate a caring relationship with others.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE CURA PERSONALIS INTO 
THE CURRICULUM
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MPHR 502 - RESEARCH PROCESS & METHODOLOGY

The team project is designed so that students receive helpful peer and instructor feedback 
periodically throughout the course. Final team project grading is done at the end of the 
course, allowing students the freedom to feel vulnerable, make mistakes early, and incorporate 
constructive feedback into their work.
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Faith and Justice

The course integrates content that address the 
social realities of oppression, poverty, and injustice.
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 -  Create a “Faith and Justice at Georgetown University Corner” that include videos, articles, and/
or pictures of the GU community engaged in this work. The “corner” can also be included at the 
end of some modules or as a precursor to modules related to the topic.

 -  As a project alternative or extra credit, allow students to engage in community-based learning 
that connects to the course content.

 -  Create Discussion Board or VoiceThread questions that connect the content to the social 
realities of oppression, poverty, and injustice.

 -  Create “Questions to Contemplate” that connect the readings to oppression, poverty, and/or 
injustice.

- Use case studies that intersect with oppression, poverty and/or injustice.

 -  Invite guest speakers who are leaders in the field to discuss how their work intersects with the 
social realities of oppression, poverty,  
and injustice.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE FAITH AND JUSTICE INTO 
THE CURRICULUM
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MPAI 600 - INTRODUCTION TO APPLIED INTELLIGENCE

The course explores modern practices associated with policing and asks students to reflect upon 
the implications for communities in which police resources are focused.
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MPPP 650 - PROGRAM EVALUATION

Students are asked to consider how a megaproject such as the California High-Speed Rail could 
affect the people who have low socioeconomic status in the region. In this way, students are 
encouraged to consider these issues as an integral part of program evaluation.
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People for Others

The course encourages and invites students to 
deepen their concern for the needs of the most 

vulnerable, using the context of the  
academic content.
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 -  Create or use text- or video-based case studies that explore the needs of those who are 
vulnerable.

- Integrate readings/articles that connect to vulnerable populations.

 -  Design VoiceThread and Discussion Board questions that encourage students to talk about how 
the course content is connected to those who are vulnerable.

 -  Faculty asks students via synchronous sessions, “how does this content affect the most 
vulnerable.”

 - Create extra credit community-based learning assignments related to the course content.

 -  As a project alternative, offer students the option of pursuing a project that requires them to go 
into the community, learn about a problem, and design a solution that can be implemented.

 -  Using Zoom, invite guest speakers who are leaders in the field to discuss how their work 
intersects with those who are the most vulnerable.

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO INTEGRATE PEOPLE FOR OTHERS INTO 
THE CURRICULUM
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MPHR 700 - WORKPLACE ETHICS

The course’s semester-long team project asks students to act as consultants to develop an 
Ethics & Compliance Program for a small business or NGO that might not be able to afford 
this important service. Similar to community-based learning, these students work intimately 
with the organization to provide pro bono expert service. Having a carefully designed Ethics & 
Compliance Program benefits the business as well as its employees and other stakeholders by 
providing direction for avoiding unethical situations and behaviors.
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MPHR 502 - RESEARCH PROCESS AND METHODOLOGY

This course’s semester-long team project invites students to design a research study that could 
benefit the community, particularly the most vulnerable. Examples are provided to inspire 
students to choose this direction for their group project.
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MPAI 745 - INTRODUCTION TO HOMELAND SECURITY

The course encourages students to consider the needs of the most vulnerable in emergency/
disaster preparedness and response.  (Course currently in development, screenshot not 
available.)
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Interreligious Understanding

The course encourages and invites students 
to deepen their commitment to interreligious 

engagement and understanding.
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Community in Diversity

The course encourages and invites students 
to deepen their commitment to interreligious 

engagement and understanding.
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MPRA 500 - ETHICS OF REGULATORY AND CLINICAL AFFAIRS

Students discuss numerous cases of clinical research in which diversity based on class, gender, 
and culture play an important role. In this discussion, for example, students discuss the ethics 
of obtaining informed consent from women in rural Nigeria, where a man might be in charge of 
providing consent on her behalf.
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640 Massachusetts Ave NW
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202.687.8700
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“go forth and set the world on fire”  

St. Ignatius


